CHAPTER  VII.
THEORY OF   THE  MEDIEVAL  EMPIRE.
THESE were the events and circumstances of the time: | CHAP.
let us now look at the causes.    The restoration of the  my tbe
Empire by Charles may seem to be sufficiently accounted Jj^7j^/
for by the width of his conquests, by the peculiar con- was deli
nection which  already subsisted between him and the
Roman Church, by his commanding personal character,
by the temporary vacancy of the Byzantine throne.    The
causes of its revival under Otto must be sought deeper.
Making every allowance for the favouring incidents which
have already been dwelt upon, there must have been j
some further influence at work to draw him and his
successors, Saxon and Frankish kings, so far from home
hi pursuit of a barren crown, to lead the Italians to accept;
the dominion of a stranger and a barbarian, to make!
the Empire itself appear through the whole Middle Age I
not what it seems now, a gorgeous anachronism, but an I
institution divine and necessary, having its foundations in j
the very nature and order of things.    The empire of the J
elder Rome had been splendid in its life, yet its judgment \
was written in the misery to which it had brought the:
provinces, and the helplessness that had  invited  the:
attacks of the barbarian.   Now, as we at least can see, it j
had long been dead, and the course of events was adverse !